SERVICE

WELCOME: LSB #764 When Aimless Violence Takes Those We Love

1 When aimless violence takes those we love,
When random death strikes childhood’s promise down,
When wrenching loss becomes our daily bread,
We know, O God, You leave us not alone.

2 When passing years rob sight and strength and mind
Yet fail to still a strongly beating heart,
And grief becomes the fabric of our days,
Dear Lord, You do not stand from us apart.

3 Our faith may flicker low, and hope grow dim,
Yet You, O God, are with us in our pain;
You grieve with us and for us day by day,
And with us, sharing sorrow, will remain.

4 Because Your Son knew agony and loss,
Felt desolation, grief and scorn and shame,
We know You will be with us, come what may,
Your loving presence near, always the same.

5 Through long grief-darkened days help us, dear Lord,
To trust Your grace for courage to endure,
To rest our souls in Your supporting love,
And find our hope within Your mercy sure.

Stand
INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of + the Holy Spirit. Amen.

OPENING COLLECT (Following an act of terrorism or persecution):

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Let us pray: Gracious God, heavenly Father, You know the shock and sorrow that the events of these
days have spread across the land. We are helpless before the evil that afflicts us and therefore cry out
to You for comfort, shelter, and protection. Mercifully embrace the frightened in Your love, empower
the weak with Your strength, restrain the wicked by Your might, and preserve the righteous in Your
grace, giving us Your peace and turning tragedy to triumph; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



Sit
FIRST READING: Psalm 46

God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear though the earth give way,
though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,
though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble at its swelling.
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved;
God will help her when morning dawns.
The nations rage, the kingdoms totter;
he utters his voice, the earth melts.
The LorD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
Come, behold the works of the Lorb,
how he has brought desolations on the earth.
He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
he breaks the bow and shatters the spear;
he burns the chariots with fire.
“Be still, and know that | am God.
| will be exalted among the nations,
| will be exalted in the earth!”
The LorD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.

SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 3:1-5

But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. For people will be
lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents,
ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not
loving good, treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers
of God, having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people.

THIRD READING: John 16

“I'have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. They will put you out of the
synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service
to God. And they will do these things because they have not known the Father, nor me. But |
have said these things to you, that when their hour comes you may remember that | told
them to you.



“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because | was with you. But now | am
going to him who sent me, and none of you asks me, “Where are you going?’ But because |
have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. Nevertheless, | tell you the truth: it
is to your advantage that | go away, for if | do not go away, the Helper will not come to you.
But if | go, | will send him to you. And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin
and righteousness and judgment: concerning sin, because they do not believe in me;
concerning righteousness, because | go to the Father, and you will see me no

longer; concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.

“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth
comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but
whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He
will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is
mine; therefore | said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

“A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while, and you will see me.” So
some of his disciples said to one another, “What is this that he says to us, ‘A little while, and
you will not see me, and again a little while, and you will see me’; and, ‘because | am going to
the Father’?” So they were saying, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We do not know
what he is talking about.” ¥ Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Is
this what you are asking yourselves, what | meant by saying, ‘A little while and you will not see
me, and again a little while and you will see me’? Truly, truly, | say to you, you will weep and
lament, but the world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into
joy. When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she
has delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has
been born into the world. So also you have sorrow now, but | will see you again, and your
hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you. In that day you will ask nothing of
me. Truly, truly, | say to you, whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you.
Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be
full.

“I' have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when | will no longer
speak to you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the Father. In that day you will
ask in my name, and | do not say to you that | will ask the Father on your behalf; for the Father
himself loves you, because you have loved me and have believed that | came from God. | came
from the Father and have come into the world, and now | am leaving the world and going to
the Father.”

His disciples said, “Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not using figurative speech! Now we
know that you know all things and do not need anyone to question you; this is why we believe
that you came from God.” Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe? Behold, the hour is
coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home, and will leave
me alone. Yet | am not alone, for the Father is with me. | have said these things to you, that in
me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; | have
overcome the world.”



HOMILY
In the name of Jesus. Amen.

We have witnessed a lot of death lately. There are certainly wars and rumors of war around the globe.
The two attempts on President Trump's life

Of course, just in the past weeks, we have witnessed the shooting up of catholic school children in
Minneapolis while they were worshipping in their church.

Iryna Sarutaska, the young Ukrainan refugee was slaughtered on a train in Charlotte and all she did
was sit at the wrong spot at the wrong time.

Keonna Honanie, the Young Valley woman who was killed in a vehicle while driving through our town
over Labor Day weekend.

And of course, today we commemorate the 24th anniversary of the most vicious terrorist attack ever
on US soil on 9/11.

It's hard to believe that it's been 24 years. Like most of you I still remember precisely where | was
when | first heard the news of that first plane slamming the first tower in New York City.

And my gut tells me that the assassination and murder of Charlie Kirk yesterday will remain forever
etched in my memory with sadness and sobriety. As a campus pastor for some 30 years, | have spent
many a time on college campuses both engaging in free speech, and encouraging it from those |
disagree with. | have given both bold witnesses to the Gospel in the academic square, and also stood
up for the rights of pagan religions to speak to what | believe is heresy.

Yesterday, was an attack at the core of our culture and humanity not because Charlie Kirk is dead, but
because of why he was killed, where it happened and why. It too for that reason was a terrorist attack.

This generation of young people has been especially starved of the opportunity to speak openly and
freely nearly everywhere, and they are hungry for truth and authenticity and yesterday Satan did
more than destroy one man and harm his family, he put even more fear in their hearts in order to
silence not only public discourse in general, but specifically the Gospel.

Yes, there is much suffering today, but we are reminded today by our Lord that present suffering gives
way to future joy. Darkness gives way to light. Present suffering yields to future glory. Yes, weeping
may remain for the night, but joy comes in the morning.

In our extended reading from John, it is at the Last Supper. Jesus' death is imminent, and He is
teaching His disciples one last time before He is crucified. As the text begins, Jesus is speaking of the
Holy Spirit, and He says, “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.” You
see, they’re already anxious and sorrowful. Jesus has already told them that He’s going away—
alarming enough—and (worse still!) that one of them is going to betray Him. He’s told them that they
will face persecution, too. Things are about to change. The disciples are on edge.



And again | don't have time here today to preach on this entire text but Jesus does not leave you in
your despair, He sends you the Holy Spirit, who he calls The Comforter.

The Holy Spirit is coming, says Jesus, and He repeats why this is necessary: “A little while,” He says,
“and you will see Me no longer; and again a little while, and you will see Me.” The disciples are still
confused and troubled.

But Jesus is talking about the cross. In a little while, He is going to go away: He’ll be seized at
Gethsemane, rushed through several different sham trials and crucified the following day. He’s going
to be wrenched away, suddenly and violently. He’ll be transported to the grave. He’ll descend into
hell. Meanwhile, while the world jumps for joy, the disciples will think all is lost. They’ll weep and
lament at both His death and their sin and weakness. They’ll be sorrowful, and feel all alone but in a
little while—the third day, He’s going to rise again from the dead. He’s going to appear to them as
they hide fearfully in a locked room. He’s going to show them His hands and His side, and He’s going
to speak peace to them...and they will be overjoyed when they see the Lord.

So Jesus compares those next three days to a mother in labor. The nine months are over, but the baby
isn’t born. It’s the time of delivery, with the contractions and the labor pains. The word for “anguish”
here is the same word for “tribulation” in the book of Revelation. The mother is anguished and
anxious as she endures the labor pains—and as that continues, she may wonder if the tribulation will
ever end. But when all goes the way it should, and she’s holding the infant in her arms, the joy
replaces the sorrow. Anguish over.

That’s how it is for the disciples too when Jesus is betrayed: all anguish, no joy. Three days later, when
they see the risen Christ: all joy, no anguish.

This will repeat again. Forty days after His resurrection, Jesus will go away again: He’ll ascend into
heaven, no longer visible to the disciples. Ten days after that, the Holy Spirit will come—just as Jesus
promises. After that, the apostles will go forth to make disciples of all nations—and all but John will
die a martyr’s death for speaking the Gospel that you get to still proclaim freely here in Arizona. So
yes, they would have a lot of sorrow and anguish again: the rest of the New Testament is full of
troubles and worries for the disciples, and the rest of our lives maybe full of it too. However, their joy
does not cease, and neither will ours!

They are not overcome by anguish: even when suffering, because they know that Christ is risen. He is
their joy. And no one will take away their joy away from them.

Jesus promises the same to you, my friends. Yes we have sorrow now, but you do not walk alone. And
you will see Jesus in glory and your heart will rejoice, and no one can take your joy from you. You're
like the mother in labor, wondering if the tribulation is ever going to end. Well. Jesus. Says. Yes! And
what follows is joyful beyond your imagination. He died on the cross and risen again to make it so.

Look, our present sufferings are real, and the pain may get worse, and probably will. We all know that.
But it, whatever it is. will only last a “little while.” And it will not compare with the glory that will be



revealed to us, nor does it compare to the immeasurable gift that you receive here.

Remember these words from Charlie Kirk that he posted on social media just four days before he was
killed, "Jesus died to deliver you from death."

Yes, “You will have sorrow now,” Jesus says, “but | will see you again and your hearts will rejoice, and
no one - NO ONE -will take your joy from you.”

In the name of Jesus. Amen.
Sit

THE LITANY

ANTIPHON: LSB # 780 "O Lord, Hear My Prayer" (based on Psalm 31 and 102)

O Lord, hear my prayer,
O Lord, hear my prayer;
When | call answer me.
O Lord, hear my prayer,
O Lord, hear my prayer;
Come and listen to me.

RESPONSE: Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer:

L Gracious heavenly Father, save us from all sin, from all error, from all evil;
From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death;
From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and from rebellion;
From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from everlasting death:

L  Gracious heavenly Father, console all who still suffer and grieve on this anniversary of 9/11 as
well as those whose wounds are fresh over the losses to this life of Keonna, Iryna and Charlie.
Console all their loved ones in this time of bereavement, and do the same in all time of our
tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and in the day of judgment: Lord, in
your mercy...

L  Gracious heavenly Father, rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; preserve all pastors and
ministers of Your Church in the true knowledge and understanding of Your wholesome Word and
sustain them in holy living;

Put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of truth all who have erred
and are deceived;

Beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your harvest; and to accompany
Your Word with Your grace and Spirit: Lord in your mercy...



Gracious heavenly Father, raise those who fall and strengthen those who stand; comfort and help
the weakhearted and the distressed, especially the youth of our land in the midst of their grief
and fear. Give to all peoples concord and peace; preserve our land from discord and strife; and
give our country Your protection in every time of need. Lord in your mercy...

Gracious heavenly Father, direct and defend our [president and all in authority and keep them
safe; bless and protect our magistrates and all our people;

Watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to protect and guide all
who travel; Lord in your mercy...

Gracious heavenly Father, grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children,
increasing happiness in their blessings; to defend all orphans and widows and provide for them;
To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those in bondage; and to
have mercy on us all. Lord in your mercy...

Gracious heavenly Father, forgive our enemies persecutors, and slanderers and turn their hearts;
and keep us safe until your Son returns in glory. Lord, in Your mercy...

ANTIPHON: LSB # 780 "O Lord, Hear My Prayer" (based on Psalm 31 and 102)

O Lord, hear my prayer,
O Lord, hear my prayer;
When | call answer me.
O Lord, hear my prayer,
O Lord, hear my prayer;
Come and listen to me.

Stand

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

THE OUR FATHER

C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom



and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE BENEDICTION

P  The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

C Amen.



